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“Free” Drugs and Health Disparities:
THE LIMITATION OF 
GOOD INTENTIONS

Todd Sorensen, PharmD
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In My View presents diverse views and information of interest to our readers. Its content
does not necessarily represent the views of Rx for Access or its publishing organizations.

Health disparities

may be introduced

by using samples 

or MAPs.
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Clinic Spotlight
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La Cl’nica saved

about 50% 

on its drug 

expenditures 

due to the 340B 

program and

smart purchasing.
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La Cl’nica fills 

prescriptions for

patients from two

clinics, while 

working to address

the pharmacy

staffing challenges

created by the

increased volume of 

prescriptions.
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Federal Law Watch

All figures are based on 340B 
selling prices at press time and
rounded up to the nearest dollar.
Check with your wholesaler or
directly with the appropriate phar-
maceutical company for exact prices.
Best Buy figures do not reflect dis-
tributor charges or other factors that
affect the value and availability of a
particular product to a particular
pharmacy purchaser, and do not
include professional services costs
that are usually added to the prices
charged to individual patients. 
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Best Buys
ÒBest BuysÓ information is 
provided to increase safety 
net clinicsÕ awareness of the 
potential cost savings of the 
340B program, and to encourage
340B-eligible clinics to check 
with their supplier on special
pricing offers.

Respiratory
Albuterol MDI
NDC #62037-0794-44
$3 ($29 AWP)

Cardiovascular
Lovastatin 20 mg #100
(generic Mevacor)
NDC #49884-0755-01
$18 ($242 AWP)

Diabetes 
Metformin 850 mg #100 
(generic Glucophage)
NDC #00781-5051-01
$4 ($120 AWP)

Antidepressant
Paroxetine 30 mg #30
(generic Paxil)
NDC #49884-0878-11
$17 ($82 AWP)

Gastrointestinal 
Prilosec 20 mg #30
NDC #00186-0742-31
$12 ($133 AWP)

Antibiotic
Rocephin 500 mg vial
NDC #0004-1963-02
$7 ($30 AWP)

New Medicare Drug
Cards TAKE EFFECT 
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“Covered entities” 
eligible to purchase
drugs at discounted

prices include: 

¥ federally qualified 
health centers

¥ migrant health centers 

¥ public housing facilities

¥ homeless centers

¥ federally qualified health
center look-alikes

¥ Title X family planning
facilities

¥ HIV grantees

¥ STD and TB programs

¥ certain disproportionate
share hospitals

Discounts on Drugs FOR
SAFETY NET CLINICS
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www.rxforaccess.org
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Worth a Look

c/o Volunteers in Health Care
111 Brewster Street
Pawtucket, RI 02860


